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Course description 
At a time of heightened tensions and instability in the Middle East, understanding the dynamic of 
history and the logic of contemporary political process appear more complex to decipher and analyze 
beyond ready-made and often inaccurate schemes of interpretation. From the 1916 Sikes-Picot 
Accords and the transformations of post-WWI Middle East to the Israeli-Arab wars and subsequent 
peace processes initiatives, this course will cover extensively the past and current crises and 
transformations that have singled out the Middle East in contemporary international relations until 
today. 

As students of international relations, we will engage in a review of War & Peace in the Middle East 
through the lenses of diplomatic practice, endless rounds of negotiations, and crisis management 
processes. The course will also focus on media representations and the role of social networks as well 
as civil society in construction of perceptions and misperceptions. Discourses, Media coverage and 
public diplomacy will be used to better understands the interests and positions of the various actors, 
local and global, involved in the region’s conflicts. 

This course will provide students with the necessary tools and knowledge to understand the dynamics 
of contemporary politics in the Middle East. Students will get the opportunity to become familiar with 
diplomatic, political and media strategies at the heart of ongoing events.  

Course assignments: 
Besides suggested and required readings, students will be invited to make extensive use of multimedia 
resources. Useful websites, movies and selected interviews will be presented to the class. Students 
will be invited to actively share their point of view and personal experiences in class. 

1. The Middle East: Room for debate (Group assignment, 45% of the final grade):
Each session a group of students will present and conduct a debate in class. The topic is first introduced
and contextualized before engaging a discussion on the issues at stake. Point of views must be based
on documents (texts, documentaries, online resources, interviews) prepared in advance. Participation
of the entire class is expected.
An outline of the presentation should be uploaded on the Dropbox before the session (1p.).
Ø Use the online doc “ME-DEBATES” on the Class Dropbox to enroll for a specific session.



	

	

2. Debate report (Group assignment, 30% of the final grade) 
After the debate and before the end of the semester, each group will upload a written report on the 
Dropbox. Reports include a general presentation of the subject, a detailed overview of each positions, 
and concluding points along with a short list of references (5 min.) 
 
3. The Middle East Glossary project (Individual assignment, 25% of the final grade) 
Students will be asked to present a notion, personality or an event chosen from a list of entries selected 
by teachers. Each student should work on a unique subject. Glossary entries will include a short 
abstract (Max. of 400 characters) along with a more developed presentation of a notion (Max. of 3 500 
characters).  
 
Glossary entries will be written directly online and must be finalized before the last session. Depending 
on the subject, each entry should include a synthesized presentation of the selected notion, an 
illustration (example, case study), and 2-3 contemporary questions related to the main theme. A short 
(3-5 references will be added at the end of your text. 
 
Ø Detailed instructions and list of notions will be shared at the beginning of the semester. 
 
Course sessions: 
Session 1:  General Introduction 
“Pax Economica”? 
About the recent normalization of the relations between Israel and Sunni Arab states.  
Work assignments, Bibliography 
 
Session 2: Thinking out of the “Middle East box”: the region and its relationship with the outside 
world.  
Case study: Israel & Africa.  
Debate : Is economy a sufficient basis for peace in the Middle East? 
Debate : Is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (still) the Middle East cornerstorne?  
 
Session 3: European & US diplomacy in the Middle East 
Debate topic: Can the US bring peace to the Middle East? 
 
Session 4: The road to Oslo and beyond 
Debate topic: Were the Oslo agreements a fair deal? 
 
Session 5: Arab Springs 
Debate topic: Are the Arab Springs over? 
 
Session 6: Keeping peace in the Middle East 
Debate topic: Peace missions: a solution for the region?  
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Suggested film references: 
 
1. Censored Voices, Mor Loushy, 2015. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlkEyA1pAx8  
 
2. The Gatekeepers, Dror Moreh, 2012. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2BqrpLaDVw  
 

3. The Elusive Peace, BBC, Norma Percy, 2005. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEHqDG1EVHQ  
 

4. The Price of Oslo, Al Jazeera, Rawen Damen, 2013. 
Part I: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgFWEVQTeHM 
Part II: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEHqDG1EVHQ  
 

5. The Oslo Diaries, Mediala, HBO, Mor Loushy, Dianel Sivan, 2018. 
 

6. Conflict zone, Aziz Abu Sarah, National Geographic, 2013. (Part 1, Part 2, Part 3, Part 4) 
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/conflict-zone/cz-pt1-uneasy-coexistence 
 

7. Le Serment de Tobrouk, Bernard-Henri Lévy, Marc Roussel, Arte, 2012. 
 
8. The Green Prince, Nadav Schirman, Producers Guild of America, 2015. 

 
 


