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Semestre 1

Titre du cours - Course title

Intitulé du cours : “Space Oddity” - Odd Spaces and Their Meaning

Type de cours : magistral

Langue du cours/Language of instruction : English

Enseignant(s) - professor(s)

Nom de I’enseignant HABBARD Anne-Christine
Titre ou profession : MCF Université de Lille
Contact : anne-christine.habbard@univ-lille.fr

Résumé du cours — Objectifs - Course description — Targets

This seminar will look at all these odd places which distance us, geographically, but also socially, politically
ot psychologically, from our daily lives and our spatial habits; and which, thereby, force us to see or think
differently our relationship to the world. From Thomas More’s utopia to Foucault’s heterotopia and to
the Gilles Clément’s inspired ‘third-places’, all these weird spaces — be they fascinating, liberating or
frightening — help us understand our mode of being in the world, and even understand the world itself.
We will look at the long debate surrounding the ends of the world; at the underground world, perceived
as hellish and obscure; at aerial and extra-terrestrial space. What do they tell us about our relationship to
Earth?

On the Earth itself, how do we relate to oceans, long viewed as both terrifying and godly; to sacred spaces,
and to liminal places such as the forest, the abyss, the strait, the island?

What does travel tells us about our spatial mode of being? Magellan’s journey is not the same type of
travel as the medieval crusade, or the Middle Passage for African slaves; nor can either of those be likened
to an Fasy]Jet trip to Marbella. Why and how do we move? What do we call exoticism? The freedom of
travel will shed some light on the metaphysical concept of freedom.

We will also take a look at the separation of spaces: the wall, the fortified enclosure, the border, and its
multiple avatars. Who has a right to be where? The centre is normal, and normative: the periphery is
viewed as abnormal, but also as decadent, immoral, a space of moral depravity. But is exile necessarily

anomalous? The issue of territory and territorialisation is here at stake.

All these marginal spaces will allow us to reflect on human spatiality, and, more generally, on the way we
construct our environment, our landscape, and our mode of dwelling in the world. The theme of the
anamorphosis will be used as a metaphor to learn to see what we think we see differently.
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Evaluation - Assessment

One long written essay, several small written quizzes.

Plan — Séances - Course outline

Week 1: Introduction

Thinking about the human being’s spatiality and mode of being in the wold. Space and place, here and
there. Anamorphosis as a metaphor. Landscape and the Anthropocene.

Week 2: The Ends of the World

The Ancients’ ‘Ockumene’. The edges of the known world; what is a Terra incognita?

Week 3: Air- and Extra-terrestrial Space

How the Earth became a globe, and the human being, a flying and cosmic being. Evading the boundaries
of terrestrial, Earth-bound life.

Week 4: The Underworld

The myth and history of our relationship to underground spaces, both hell and liberation.

Week 5: The Sea, the Ocean, the Desert

Un-inhabitable places, both monstrous and godly. The question of the sublime.

Week 6: The Island

The utopia, the insular mythology. This island as both get-away and prison.

Week 7: Walls, Borders, Enclosures, Frontiers

The separation of spaces. Closing in, the political role of exclusion.
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Week 8: Travels

What is exoticism? The meaning of mobility

Week 9: The City and its Singular Spaces

The ghetto, the brothel, ruins, urban wastelands... Walking in the city.
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